
Program

This program will be updated as speakers are confirmed. Universities Australia reserves the right to make changes to the program as required.

The 2018 conference theme - Future Fundamentals - will have speakers exploring the fundamental role of universities in teaching, learning and research as they 
reinvent themselves in a new political, economic and technological environment. 

Themes
The program is just about finalised, with topics and themes organised so there is really something for everyone.

Key program themes to be explored over the two days include: 

• Future workforce 
• The rise of artificial intelligence and what that means for universities
• The impact of Brexit on the global research community
• The fundamental role of universities in a changing world
• Overcoming the barriers to Indigenous mobility
• Research engagement with industry
• Philanthropy in a time of (perceived) global crisis
• The future of work and implications on the currciculum
• Improving student life
• Students as partners
• Equity and diversity
• Rising to the challenge of disruption - an industry perspective
• Looking to the future of Indigenous Higher Education
• University governance
• Career learning, and the role of WIL
• The future of higher education infrastructure development

And more....

Speakers
The conference features an exceptional lineup of keynote speakers including: 

• Mr Bruce Reed, Co-Chair of the Aspen Institute Future of Work Initiative
• Professor Genevieve Bell, College of Engineering and Computer Science, ANU
• Professor Hugh Durrant-Whyte, Director of the Centre for Translational Data, The University of Sydney
• Dr Alan Finkel AO, Australia's Chief Scientist
• Professor Margaret Gardner, Chair, Universities Australia
• Professor Ian Williamson, Pro-Vice-Chancellor & Dean of Commerce, Victoria Business School, Victoria University, Wellington
• The HonTanya Plibersek MP, Deputy Leader of the Opposition and Shadow Minister for Education and Training
• Dame Anne Glover, Vice Principal, External Affairs & Dean for Europe, University of Aberdeen
• Mr Ahmed Fahour, Former Managing Director and Group CEO, Australia Post
• Professor Glyn Davis, Vice-Chancellor, University of Melbourne
• Professor Ian O'Connor, Vice-Chancellor and President, Griffith University
• Ms Jean Kittson, Actor, Comedian, Author, Public Speaker and Commentator

This high-calibre program continues into the concurrent sessions with the following speakers confirmed:

• Professor Barney Glover, Vice-Chancellor and President, Western Sydney University
• Professor Tim Brailsford, Vice-Chancellor and President, Bond University
• Professor Eeva Leinonen, Vice-Chancellor, Murdoch University
• Professor John Dewar, Vice-Chancellor and President, La Trobe University
• Mr Anthony McClaren, CEO, TEQSA
• Mr Sam Watson, Head of Global Infrastructure and Government, National Australia Bank
• Professor Beverley Oliver, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Education), Deakin University
• Professor Suzi Derbyshire, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Learning and Teaching), Queensland University of Technology

• Professor Jonathan Prowles, Pro Vice-Chancellor (Academic), The University of New England
• Professor Marcia Devlin, Associate Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Education), RMIT University
• Professor Steven Larkin, Pro Vice-Chancellor (Indigenous Education and Research), The University of Newcastle
• Professor Andrew Taggart, Provost, Murdoch University
• Professor Joanne Wright, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic), The University of Queensland
• Dr Vianne Timmons, President & Vice-Chancellor, University of Regina and Chair of Universities Canada International Committee
• Mr Tuari Potiki, Director of Maori Development, University of Otago
• Professor Mike Woods, Professor of Health Economics UTS Business School; Independent Reviewer, COAG Health Council Accreditation Systems Review
• Ms Jennifer Nobbs, Executive Director of Activity Based Funding, Independent Hospital Pricing Authority
• Mr Iain Watt, Pro Vice-Chancellor (International), The University of Western Australia
• Mr Laurie Pearcey, Pro Vice-Chancellor (International), UNSW Sydney
• Ms Stephanie Faye, CEO, Austrade
• Mr Warwick Smith AM, LLB, Senior Managing Director, International and Institutional Banking, ANZ Bank
• Dr Kirrilee Hughes, CEO, AFS Australia
• Ms Louise Pollard, 2017 Equity Fellow, The University of Western Australia
• Ms Lucy Mercer-Mapstone, PhD Candidate, The University of Queensland
• Mr Phillip Marcus Clarke AM
• Mr Don Knapp, CEO, Australian University Sport

Affiliated Meetings & Presentations

ASSOCIATION FOR TERTIARY EDUCATION MANAGEMENT (ATEM)
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Date: Wednesday 28 February 2018
Time: 11.30am - 12.15pm
Location: TBC

Chair: Mr Dominic Riordan, Director, Academic Quality and Standards, University of Wollongong

Presenters: 
Andrew Heath, Manager, Corporate Governance and Policy, Australian National University
Dr Kai Jensen, Director, Policy Train

Synopsis:

This session offers an opportunity to engage with and influence ATEM’s best practice model in institutional policy management and policy development. Institutional 
policy frameworks are essential to meeting the HE Threshold Standards, but they must also enable efficiency, innovation and an excellent student and staff 
experience. Can we agree on a national best practice model of institutional policy?

The model developed over the past decade by the ATEM Institutional Policy Network is a candidate for this role, but may need modification in light of the current 
challenges facing universities and other tertiary institutions. This presentation will outline the model and offer opportunities for further engagement and collaboration. 
The Institutional Policy Network is preparing a third edition of its best practice manual, which has been highly influential on policy practice in Australasian tertiary 
institutions, with more than 500 copies sold. This is an opportunity to feed ideas into this project.

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA / TROVE

Date: Wednesday 28 February 2018 
Time: 11.30am - 12.15pm
Location: TBC

Chair: TBC
Presenters: TBC

Synopsis: TBC

UNIVERSITIES AUSTRALIA EXECUTIVE WOMEN GROUP

UA Executive Women's Network Lunch and Launch of Gender Diversity and Equality Recruitment Best Practice Guidelines (incorporating the Annual General 
Meeting)

Date: Thursday 1 March 2018
Time: 12.30pm - 1.20pm
Location: Fitzroy & Derwent Gallery Rooms

Chaired by: Professor Marcia Devlin and Professor Kerri-Lee Krause

Please RSVP directly to Kim Findlay - Project Officer, UAEW by email: kim.findlay@rmit.edu.au

Universities Australia sincerely thanks our Partners for their support of the 2018 Higher Education Conference.

PLATINUM PARTNERS

GOLD PARTNERS
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CONGRESS LEADERSHIP 
INSTITUTE

YOUTH 
CAMP

Sunday, October 7

 Morning

 Afternoon

 Evening

 Leadership 
Institute 

Dinner with 
WFCP Board

 

Monday, October 8

 Morning
Site Visit Option One 

Group Workshops) 
8:00am – 10:00am

Site Visit Option Two 
9:00am - 12:00pm

 
10:30am – 2:30pm

 Afternoon
Registration Desk Open  

1:00pm – 5.30pm

 
 Melbourne Convention Centre (MCC)  

3.30pm – 5.15pm

 Evening
Welcome Reception 

Melbourne Public 
5:30pm – 7:30pm

LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE: SUNDAY. MONDAY

YOUTH CAMP : SUNDAY. MONDAY. TUESDAY

CONGRESS YOUTH CAMP

Tuesday, October 9

 Morning
Registration Desk Open 

7:30am – 5:00pm

Exhibition and Showcase Open 
8:00am – 5:00pm

 
(Keynote Speakers) 
8:30am – 10:30am

 
10:30am – 11:00am

 
(Keynote Speakers) 
11:00am – 12:30pm

 Afternoon
LUNCH 

12:30pm – 1:45pm

Break-out Session 1 
1:45pm – 2:30pm

Break-out Session 2 
2:30mp – 3:35pm

AFTERNOON TEA 
3:35pm – 4:05pm

Break-out Session 3 
4:05pm – 4:50pm

 Evening
7:00pm – 11:00pm

  

Exhibition and Showcase Open
8:00am – 5:00pm

10:30am – 11:00am

Site Visit Option Two
9:00am - 12:00pm

LUNCH
12:30pm – 1:45pm

Break-out Session 2
2:30mp – 3:35pm

Break-out Session 3
4:05pm – 4:50pm

INDICATIVE WFCP 2018 WORLD CONGRESS PROGRAM
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CONGRESS

Wednesday, October 10

 Morning
Registration Desk Open 

8:00am – 5:00pm

Exhibition and Showcase Open 
8:00am – 5:00pm

Break-out Session 4 
8:30am – 9:30am

Break-out Session 5 
9:40am – 10:40am

 
10:40am – 11:10am

(Keynote Speakers) 
11:10am – 12:45pm

 Afternoon
LUNCH 

 
12:45pm – 2:00pm

 
(including Melbourne Communiqué and 

Awards of Excellence) 
2:00pm – 4:00pm

Closing Drinks 
(with exhibitors and sponsors) 

 
4:00pm – 5:00pm

Exhibition and Showcase Open
8:00am – 5:00pm

Break-out Session 5
9:40am – 10:40am

(Keynote Speakers)
11:10am – 12:45pm

CONGRESS

Thursday, October 11

 

 
Morning 

 
WFCP Board Retreat  

(by invitation)

 
Post Conference TAFE Host Visits

(at own cost)

Friday, October 12

 
Post Conference TAFE Host Visits

(at own cost)

INDICATIVE WFCP 2018 WORLD CONGRESS PROGRAM
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In October 2018 in Melbourne, Australia the World 
Federation of Colleges and Polytechnics will explore 
new challenges in vocational and professional education 
and training arising from advances in technologies 
and automation and the impact on work, societies 
and peoples who may be displaced due to changing 
economic and global circumstances.

Hosted by Australian TAFEs, the Congress brings 
together community colleges and polytechnics from 
around the world and experts in professional and 
vocational education and training.  

New technologies which disrupt production and work processes  
will equally disrupt the education and training process. 

Preparing for the Skills Future, Now 
of vocational and professional students world-wide.  

The 2018 World Congress will focus on action based solutions to these challenges.  

Come to Melbourne, and help shape those solutions. 

TAKE PART IN SETTING A NEW 
FUTURE FOR VOCATIONAL 
AND PROFESSIONAL 
EDUCATION WORLD-WIDE. 

 

 How can data be 
best used to predict 

trends, build workforce 
planning and determine 

the impact of 
demographic change?

 How can the global 
training community 
ensure that no-one  

is left behind? 

What will be the  
value-add in teaching 

and learning? 

What will be the 
role of colleges and 
polytechnics in the 

future? 

P
rospecto W

orld F
ederation 2 (0954530)         S

E
I 23123.000177/2018-52 / pg. 11



TAFE DIRECTORS  
AUSTRALIA

TAFE Directors Australia (TDA) is the peak national body 
representing Australia’s government owned Technical and 
Further Education (TAFE) institutes and university TAFE 

The TAFE network is the largest and most diverse 
tertiary education sector in Australia with more than 1000 
campuses. TDA supports members, leads the advocacy for 
quality skills in Australia and represents Australian TAFEs 
internationally.

CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
OPEN NOW

 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS OPEN NOW, 
CLOSES 19 FEBRUARY 2018

EARLY BIRD CONGRESS  
REGISTRATION OPEN NOW 

For more information about Congress 
activities, speaking opportunities and to 
register for Congress updates,  
 
please visit   WWW.TDA.EDU.AU  
or email      

about the Congress host city, Melbourne, 
Australia.  

WORLD CONGRESS EVENTS

 
The 2018 World Congress features a range of activities.

-  The Congress itself, which will feature 

research, exhibitions of cutting-edge practice 
and engaging discussions focused on change, 
as well as opportunities to network with other 
delegates.  

Groups of the WFCP, covering contemporary 
issues such as applied research and innovation 
in vocational colleges, higher technical skills 
and student support services.  

  A Global Youth Camp for vocational 
students.

-  A Leadership Institute which will focus on 
the importance of industry engagement in 
vocational education and training.

-  Site visits to leading Australian institutions 
before and after the Congress.

  Networking opportunities with colleagues 
from across the globe, including colleges 
and polytechnics, policy makers and TVET 
researchers.

THE WORLD FEDERATION OF  
COLLEGES AND POLYTECHNICS   
 
The World Federation of Colleges and Polytechnics 
(WFCP) is an international network of colleges and 
associations of colleges. Members share leading-
edge education strategies and best practices to 
increase workforce employability in countries 
around the year.  The WFCP, in partnership with a 
host country, holds a World Congress every two 
years.  
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